Structural modifications of the bronchial epithelium in asthma.
A complex of structural changes in the parenchymatous and stromal compartments, characteristic of the primary degenerative process (bronchial epithelium degeneration and subsequent diffuse atrophy, reactive sclerosis of the stroma) develops in the large bronchi in asthma. Induction of the regeneratory reactions of the bronchial epithelium with synchronously developing reorganization of the stroma (loosening of the connective tissue and stimulation of its vascularization) is shown during correction of asthma. Association of positive structural changes with lymphoid tissue hyperplasia in the bronchial wall can be interpreted in the context of significant role of lymphocytes in induction of the regeneratory reactions.